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and divested himself of his armour; but because
all he wrote, and all he said, and all he did,
whether mistaken in judgment or not, was inspired
by lofty motives and high ideals. Whatever other
causes may ensure his immortal memory there is
none more impressive than this: he was in the pub-
lic life of the world " a great Christian." " You do
not know how those of us regard you," wrote Spur-
geon, " who feel it a joy when a premier believes
in righteousness. We believe in no man's infalli-
bility, but it is restful to be sure of one man's
integrity."

It is always interesting to trace back some
mighty river to its source. Gladstone's religious
life arose early. In 1818, when he was nine years
old, his mother wrote to a friend, " I am quite sure
that William has been truly converted to God."
Certain it is that he carried with him to Eton an
inward standard of selection which made itself
manifest amid the diverse elements that compose
the character of a Public School. " I remember
him at Eton," wrote a contemporary, " a pure and
noble boy." The Earl of Rosebery tells of a
banquet at which an indecent toast was proposed
and drunk by all the boys, except young Glad-